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twenty-two on. The general tendency indicated was for individuals of forty-two or
above to show about a fifteen per cent inferiority as compared with individuals of
twenty-two.
"In ability to learn, the curve shows an increase from age ten to between ages twenty
and thirty and a gradual decrease from approximately thirty on. It would appear that
the adolescent has much greater ability to learn than has the preschool child and that
the degree of modifiability in adolescence is higher than it will be at any later period."
These variations in learning ability are reflected in the investigation of the rela-
tion of intelligence to school success and to adaptability to the demands of society.
Aside from any problem as to possible constitutional predetermination of these differ-
ing degrees of ability, they do represent certain broadly defined categories of social-
cultural maturity. The most commonly accepted classification of grades of men-
tality is (i) idiot, (2) imbecile, (3) moron, (4) normal, and (5) supernormal or
"superior."
The idiot is characterized by capacity for the most rudimentary learning only. He
cannot develop any of the higher powers of rational thought, and remains essentially
incapable of caring even for his simplest wants. He can be taught very simple motor
responses, but anything beyond that seems impossible to him. The imbecile may learn
simple motor skills, acquires a modicum of speech, and can take care of his simple
bodily wants; but he is not capable of managing his other affairs, of acquiring a skilled
trade, or of handling personal business affairs efficiently enough to be independent in
any complex society. His ability for social and moral training for full participation in
society seems definitely limited.
The moron is capable of a good deal of motor learning. He may become a rather
skilled workman at some trade; he is capable of schoolwork in the elementary grades.
But, as soon as he begins to undertake the more complex features of arithmetic,
grammar, and much of the other material given in the upper grades, he begins to
fall behind those of equal chronological age but of higher mental capacity.. The
moron, however, may acquire the fundamental habits of moral participation and
take his place in an unobtrusive way even in a somewhat complex social order. But
he is not likely to develop leadership or distinction even in his own fields of work.
It is a great mistake to ignore the fact that there are thousands of persons of this
grade of ability who are serving useful functions hi society.
The normal person, measured by our standard tests, is one who is capable of ele-
mentary and high-school education as it is at present organized. But we have much
evidence to indicate that a person of thirteen and a half years of mental age, or, by
Terman's revised scale, of fifteen years of mental age, will have difficulty managing
the courses given in a well-equipped college. To succeed in getting a bachelor's degree
most'people ought to have capacity beyond that of the mean or average of mentality.
The supernormal persons are those of still higher intellectual capacity, say beyond
the 120 or 130 intelligence quotient, as measured by Terman's standards. Since it is
during adolescence that these differences become most evident, it should be obvious
that social and emotional adjustment will be qualified, in part, by such differences in
intelligence.
Emotional development in adolescence. Thejre is little doubt that emo-
tional development is closely associated with social and cultural condi-